
The Southside White Papers — Always Biblical, Sometimes Contrarian 

You Can Always Say No 
By Greg Grimwood 

At Southside, you can participate in a variety of ministries, starting with our Sunday morning 
services. You can also join a Community Group. You can attend our monthly Personal Ministry 
Equipping Night. You can join a Bible study. You can serve on one of our Sunday morning 
teams.  

There are a lot of things you can do – and you’re welcome to all of them.  

But you don’t have to do any of them.  

You can say no without explanation. You can say, “It’s not a good time for me right now.” You 
won’t be second-guessed, shamed, called out, or ridiculed. This isn’t fifth grade gym class, 
this is the body of Christ. We don’t force participation.  

We are friends. We don’t guilt one another, and we don’t require explanation from one 
another.  

In Hebrews 10:24-25, we read, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

This isn’t a legalistic demand that people have perfect attendance in the church programs of 
the day, or that everyone commit to serving somewhere. It’s a call to those who have 
experienced the irresistible grace of Jesus to honestly consider ways that their personal 
presence might spark that same experience in the life of others. It’s the pull of love, rather 
than the push of demand. 

Like all New Testament biblical instruction, the heart of this imperative is relational, not 
technical. 

Ironically, the more we free people to say no, the more they desire to be involved. People are 
exhausted by coercion and compliance, but energized by love and grace. 

Because of that, we provide clear on-ramps for people to be involved in community, or to 
serve on one of our teams. We don’t stand up front and demand twenty-five people to 
volunteer for a certain event, but we do ask you to pay attention to the gentle tug of love to 
be involved, and to serve others. 

So, if it’s been a long week and you’re exhausted – go ahead and skip community group. Sleep 
in on a Sunday morning every now and again. There is no condemnation. No judgment. 

And when you gather together with us, be with us wholeheartedly. Allow the love of Christ to 
compel you. 

In fact, be so wholeheartedly with us that your very presence stirs up the same quality of 
love in others. 


