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Alcohol and Christian Liberty at Southside 
by Alex Kacere 

Stance: 
God allows a moderate use of alcohol, yet he warns against the dangers of excess. 

Southside Community Church members are asked to act wisely, embodying and promoting 
sobriety, when exercising the biblical liberty of alcohol consumption. 

Explanation: 
As a community of believers, Southside Community Church members strive to have their lives 
marked by the never-changing Word of God which dictates and determines our doctrine for 
living. We recognize there are many differing opinions on the use of alcohol by Christians; all 
the way from total freedom to total abstinence. It is Southside Community Church’s 
conviction that Scriptures instruct us that God allows a moderate use and enjoyment of 
alcohol (Ecc 9:7, Psalm 104:14-15, Isaiah 25:6, Luke 7:33-35 etc.) while warning of the 
dangers that comes with excess and drunkenness (Proverbs 20:1, Galatians 5:21, Titus 2:3 
etc.).  

Southside both affirms the moderate use of alcohol in the right context and the dangers that 
alcohol presents at the same time. Therefore, Southside Community Church Members are 
asked to walk in wisdom and love toward one another in the partaking and abstaining from 
alcohol (Ephesians 5:2, 5:15).  

In light of the differing opinions and convictions concerning the use of alcohol within the 
Christian context, Southside members are to be gracious toward those who hold different 
convictions. Paul encourages believers to not be known by their judgmental attitudes while 
promoting their convictions on Christian conduct (Romans 14). Paul additionally adds that 
Christians are not to allow their decisions to make a weaker brother stumble (Romans 14). 

Example of Jesus: 
The ultimate model motivator for Christian conduct is Jesus Christ, the king of conduct. 
Christians should never feel shame to use Jesus’ behavior as a reliable guide on how to live. If 
so, the doctrine or policy ought to be questioned. Ryan Kelly on Jesus and alcohol: “On issues 
not forbidden or condemned by Scripture, we cannot invent a morality, or, worse, impose 
those inventions on others. We cannot be holier than Jesus, can we?” 

How did Jesus view alcohol?  
At the wedding of Cana in John 2:1-11 Jesus turns dirty water into the “good wine” as a gift 
to the couple being married. Jesus not only turned water into wine for the couple, but 
enough for a lifetime. According to the passage, Jesus made 120-180 gallons of “good wine” 
for the couple.  

In Luke 7:33 Jesus was falsely accused of being a drunkard. It’s unlikely that Jesus would have 
been accused of being drunkard if he had abstained from alcohol completely.  



In all of the accounts of Jesus establishing the Lord’s Supper in the upper room, Jesus used 
wine as the symbol of his blood of the New Covenant (Matt 26, Mark 14, Luke 22). 

Jesus approved wine in celebration, partook during meals, and used wine as the primary 
symbol of the New Covenant.  

Jesus had a positive view of alcohol within its proper context, and in moderation, while still 
abhorring the evil that is drunkenness. 

The Gospel: 
Where the gospel is at stake, what do you do? Pertaining to alcohol, if someone is living based 
on the reality that you cannot drink and be a Christian, your outlook on alcohol should be 
massively different than if someone’s conscience is weaker and therefore they don’t want 
alcohol to be around. 

D.A. Carson sums it up this way: 

“If I’m called to preach the gospel among a lot of people who are cultural teetotallers, I’ll 
give up alcohol for the sake of the gospel. But if they start saying, ‘You cannot be a Christian 
and drink alcohol,’ I’ll reply, ‘Pass the port’ or ‘I’ll think I’ll have a glass of Beaujolais with 
my meal.’ Paul is flexible and therefore prepared to circumcise Timothy when the exclusive 
sufficiency of Christ is not at stake and when a little cultural accommodation will advance 
the gospel; he is rigidly inflexible and therefore refuses to circumcise Titus when people are 
saying that Gentiles must be circumcised and become Jews to accept the Jewish Messiah.” 

As Southside members, we should be equally ready to give up alcohol for the sake of the 
gospel and we should be ready to drink alcohol for the sake of the gospel. Seems weird and 
countercultural, kind of like Jesus.  

Policy of Love: 
With the number of opinions, convictions and struggles that come with alcohol, and a culture 
that is prone to its abuse, Southside Community Church members are asked to live with 
wisdom. 

Before you drink with someone, you should know enough about them to know where they 
stand/struggle with alcohol. If you are willing to drink with someone, be willing to have the 
conversation with them, too.  

Practical Policy: 
1. Southside Members should uphold all applicable federal, state and local laws, 

including those governing the serving of alcoholic beverages to minors. 
2. Don’t cast judgement on individual convictions of alcohol. 
3. Southside members should not partake if there are weaker brothers and sisters in the 

immediate context. Although, Southsiders should feel free to partake of alcohol at 
restaurants - without fear of a weaker brother or sister seeing them. 

4. Your sobriety should be evident to everyone, even while enjoying alcohol.


